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Laakso M, Welling P, Bukvova H, Nyman L, Bjork B-C, et al. (2011)The Development of
Open Access Journal Publishing from 1993 to 2009.PLoS ONE 6(6):e20961.
Figure 2. The development of open access publishing 1993-2009.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0020961.g002


http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0020961?imageURI=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0020961.g002
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Bjork B-C, Welling P, Laakso M, Majlender P, Hedlund T, et al. (2010) Open Access to the
Scientific Journal Literature: Situation 2009. PLoS ONE 5(6): €11273.

Figure 4. OA availability by discipline.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0011273.g004


http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0011273?imageURI=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0011273.g004
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Publisher Journal KL E
American Society for Clinical Investigation Journal of Clinical Investigation $2500~
American Society for Microbiology mBio $3000 ~

BioMed Central

Typical BioMed Central journal

$1665-$1905

BMJ Publishing Group

BMJ (flagship journal)

$3,930

BMJ Open $1,885
Co—Action Publishing Co—Action Publishing $305 — $1250~
Company of Biologists Disease Models & Mechanisms (DMM) . Biology Open $1965
Hindawi Typical open access journal $300-$1500
Journal of Medical Internet Research Journal of Medical Internet Research $1900~

Nature Publishing Group

Molecular Systems Biology

$3900 + $900
publishing fee

Scientific Reports

.$1,350

Oxford University Press Nucleic Acids Research $2770~

PLoS Biology, PLoS Medicine $2,900
.y . PLoS Pathogens, PLoS Computational Biology, PLoS Genetics,

Fulblie Ll off Seienes PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases $2,250
PLoS One $1,350

Sage Open $695

Soringer Typical SpringerOpen journal $645-$1935

S SpringerPlus $1,085
Taylor & Francis Taylor & Francis Open $995-$1500

Wiley—Blackwell

Typical open access journals

$1850-$2500

BioMed Central, Comparison of BioMed Central's article-processing charges
with those of other publishers
http://www.biomedcentral.com/about/apccomparison
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Publisher FILRE
American Chemical Society* $3,000
American Physiological Society * $2000~
BMJ Unlocked $3,145
BRILL* $2800~
Cambridge University Press * $2700~

Cell Press $5,000
Elsevierk $3000-$5000~
Journal of Neuroscience* $980~
Maney Publishing* $2000~
National Academy of Sciences* $1300~
Nature Publishing Group* $3000-$5000
Oxford University Press* $3000~
Royal Society* $1932-$2380
Sagex $3,000
Springer* $3000~
Taylor & Francis* $3,250
Wiley—Blackwell* $3,000

BioMed Central, Comparison of BioMed Central's article-processing charges

with those of other publishers

http://www.biomedcentral.com/about/apccomparison
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The SOAP Symposium-I The Landscape of Open Access Publishing Today
(SOAP Symposium, Berlin, 13 January 2011)
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WHAT'S HOT AND COOKING IN SCHOLARLY PUBLISHING

TWITTER | R55 | VIA EMAIL

Top-Tier open Access Journal Ar.rives with Fanfare’ ......................................................................

. SIDE DISHES BY STEWART WILLS
Few Details

¥ U3 Mews discovers the Cpen Access story.
POSTED BY PHL DAVIS - JUN 27, 2011 - 25 COMMENTS usnews.com/news/articles! .. 10 hours ago

[gINnRi sy HOVYARD HUGHES MEDICAL INSTITUTE, MAX PLANCK SOCIETY, OPEM ACCESS, OPEN ACCESS JOURNAL,

# 40 years ago last Saturday, George Carlin was
WELLCOME TRUST

arrested for peforming his "seven words
) y ~ : monologue. mediapost. com/publications/a. .
Accompanied with much fanfare, a media event, and an embargoed news release, the Howard 1 day ago
Hughes Medical Institute, the Max Planck Society and the Wellcome Trust announced plans today
» Appalled but Not Surprised Dept: 0.001% of
population contrals $9.8 trillion (ves, trillion} in

. . i i : wealth. guardian.co.ukbusiness/i2012/  (RT
The journal, however, lacks a name, an editor-in-chief, and even a business model. @drs1959) 3 days ago

to launch a top-tier open access journal in 2012 for biomedical and life sciences research.

Still, the journal is intended to attract the “very best research” and “make highly significant

AUTHORS

contributions that will extend the boundaries of scientific knowledge.”

How they plan to do this is unclear. And the process by which articles are selected, vetted and
published seems neither groundbreaking nor transformative. Indeed, the process very much resembles

that of BMJ Open, with a few missing pieces:

The journal will employ an open and transparent peer review proeess in which papers will be

accepted or rejected as rapidly as possible, generally with only one round of revisions, and with

5 g : e FIND POSTS BY CATEGORY
limited need for modifications or addifional experiments. For transparency, revieiers

s ’ : = P p— | © Follow bl
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B Leaving the “business model” to be determined by the
editor-in-chief is like leaving the management of a
hospital to a staff doctor and the operation of an
airline to an aeronautical engineer—not necessarily the
best way to get the best model!

B Posted by Sandy Thatcher | Jun 27, 2011, 2:05 pm

B The Scholarly Kitchen
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2011/06/27/top-tiered-open-access-
journal-arrives-with-fanfare-few-details/
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Here’s a potential business model. If you have research funding
from HHMI, Max Planck or Wellcome trust, you can publish here
open access and for free. That way we don’t have to add
publication costs to grants. Even if the journal itself runs at a loss,
this would be cheaper for these grant bodies in the long run.
Wouldn't it?

Posted by Stephen Davey | Jun 27, 2011, 3:37 pm

The Scholarly Kitchen
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2011/06/27/top-tiered-open-
access-journal-arrives-with-fanfare-few-details/
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Details, details.

According to a piece in Science, the new journal:

1. Will not employ professional editors, but rely on academic scientists
2. Will not charge author fees “for several years”
3. Is considering paying reviewers

Posted by Phil Davis | Jun 27, 2011, 5:18 pm

The Scholarly Kitchen
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2011/06/27/top-tiered-open-access-
journal-arrives-with-fanfare-few-details/


http://news.sciencemag.org/scienceinsider/2011/06/three-biomedical-funders-to-launch.html
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This journal has the makings of becoming a great success. The great
funders will lend their prestige to it, which will attract the best authors.
Not charging any of their grantees for article fees is likely to become a
permanent feature, and it may become a journal mainly filled with HHMI,
Wellcome Trust and Max Planck funded research. They may even
outsource the mechanics to a ‘traditional’ publisher, for an agreed service
fee. But that this journal has the potential to change the publishing
landscape materially is beyond doubt. | have a suggestion for a title:
JONAS (Journal Of Nature And Science). They could even present that as
an homage to the great Jonas Salk.

Posted by Jan Velterop | Jun 28, 2011, 2:04 am

The Scholarly Kitchen
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2011/06/27/top-tiered-open-access-
journal-arrives-with-fanfare-few-details/
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An important part of the plan is that editors and reviewers will be
paid. Science publishing has been so profitable because all the
value is added by the academic community, usually without
payment. Elsevier and other publishers, including societies, are
subsidised to a huge extent by universities and funders. It’s time to
end that.

Posted by Richard Smith | Jun 28, 2011, 9:42 am

The Scholarly Kitchen
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2011/06/27/top-tiered-open-
access-journal-arrives-with-fanfare-few-details/
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Declan Butler posts a very good critique of the press event, and highlights a lack of
clarity in the details and apparent contradictions in the promises made. He also points
out how the new journal—offered for several years without author-side fees—may
undermine some of the successful ventures to date:

[Their] decision not to charge author fees, at least in the journal’s short and medium
term, in fact could risk setting back the cause of open-access publishing by undermining
— through what might be considered unfair competition — economically successful
open access publishers such as PLoS and Biomed Central, which charge author fees
often in the region of thousands of dollars per article. High profile initiatives are all very
well, but if scientific publishing is to be improved, it requires business models proven to
be both workable (and scaleable, so to be of relevance of science publishing more
generally), and firm evidence that the proposed untested and unproven model is better
(and not worse) than the existing system, and also tangibly solves real problems.

Posted by Phil Davis | Jun 28, 2011, 7:05 pm

The Scholarly Kitchen http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2011/06/27/top-tiered-open-
access-journal-arrives-with-fanfare-few-details/
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B The Impact Factor of the journal you publish in is still seen as a major
factor by grant reviewers and granting organisations, including these three.
If a decision on a grant is being made by one of these three institutions,
will a publication in their own new journal ‘count’ the same as a paper in
Nature or Science — after all the grantors’ ambition is to publish only the
best science, so wouldn’t it make sense to trust the value of their own
journal? Say, one of these 3 organisations has to decide between two
grant applications; let’s assume, everything else being equal, one
applicant has 2 papers in Nature, the other 2 papers in the new OA journal.
Who will get the grant? Will a publication in the new journal be regarded
the same as publications in any other new, ambitious journal without IF?

B Posted by Hans Zauner | Jun 29, 2011, 7:39 am

B The Scholarly Kitchen
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2011/06/27/top-tiered-open-access-
journal-arrives-with-fanfare-few-details/
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B "The idea is that that will take on the very top end of the scientific
publishing industry, a visible high-profile competitor to Nature and
Science," said Walport. "In no sense is this a war in which we're
trying to put them out of business, the thing that would be best for
them [publishers] to do is to change their publishing model."

B Walport. Guardian, 9 April 2012

http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/2012/apr/09/wellcome-trust-
academic-spring
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